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Happy new year! We hope that everyone has 

had a good Christmas and the children are 

eager to get started this term! 

 

Knowledge Mats: Like we did last term, this 

term we will be sending home our knowledge 

mat for the topic of the Mayan Civilisation.  

We have key concepts linked to our topics 

that we want the children to remember called 

‘sticky knowledge’.  Please help your child to 

read these mats and recall knowledge from 

them.  Any extra research completed at home 

will be very much welcomed, we will be 

delighted to see it! 

 

Topic- This spring term our topic is learning 

about the Ancient Civilisation of the Maya.  

We shall be looking at where they lived (in 

Central America) and their way of life.   

Science and PHSE:  

This term we are looking at the unit of work 

on ‘Light’.  This will involve investigations 

looking into how light travels, how shadows 

are formed and how we see things.   

In PHSE we shall be looking at what makes a 

good friend (friendship is also our Christian 

Value this half term), and what constitutes 

marriage.  

RE: This term we will be learning about why 

people visit Sacred Places. We shall look 

specifically at the significance of Mecca for 

Muslims and learn about what happens when 

Muslims carry out the Fifth Pillar of Islam - 

Hajj.  

As we prepare for Easter, we will learn about 

what this means for Christians and explore big 

questions about 'Salvation'.  

Reading: Please continue to hear your child 

read at home, or sign their book if they have 

read independently.  Ideally, the children will 

be reading at least three times a week at 

home.  There are a range of prizes they can 

win based on the number of times they have 

read at home, and it will also help them 

progress through our whole school reading 

chart. 

PE: Every Tuesday and Friday your child will 

need to bring their PE kits into school which is 

a pair of trainers, a pair of shorts/jogging 

bottoms and a T shirt.  Please can you ensure 

your child has the necessary kit and that if 

they require an inhaler that they have it with 

them.  

 

Swimming: We shall be continuing with 

swimming lessons for children who are unable 

to swim 25 metres.  They will be given the 

opportunity to go swimming on a Thursday 

afternoon.  For the children going, letters will 

be sent informing the parents about it via 

Arbor.  We aim that all children can swim 25 

metres before they leave St Peter’s.  

Bikeability: 

Some children completed their level 1 and 

level 2 bikeability award at the end of the 

autumn term.  Some children did not 

complete their sessions due to the icy 

conditions.  These children will be the first to 

continue with their sessions when the 
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instructors return in the summer term, 

following this we shall continue to work 

through the remaining children to give 

hopefully all the children a chance to 

complete the award.  

Homework: On Tuesday, your child will 

receive their Literacy homework which is due 

in on Wednesday.  On Wednesday they will 

receive Numeracy homework which is due in 

on Thursday. On a Friday they will receive 

both Literacy and Numeracy homework which 

is due in the following Monday.   

 

Spellings: In Miss Foster’s literacy classes 

spellings are given out on a Monday, which 

they will be tested on a Friday.  Mrs Boag’s 

receive theirs on a Friday, for a test on the 

following Friday.   

It is important that your child completes the 

homework set as it supports the work that 

they do in class. Please contact any of the 

teaching staff if there are any problems with 

the homework that has been set.  

 

Residential visit to Boggle Hole: A visit to 

Boggle Hole will take place for the year 6s as a 

chance to have some extra preparation for 

their SATs whilst enjoying their last residential 

with us.  This year it shall be on Friday 24th 

March until Sunday 26th March.  Further 

details to follow.   (Picture from YHA). 

 

 

 

SATs: As you may have seen in the letter 

home this week, SATs week shall start on 

Tuesday 9th May working through the 

assessments until Friday 12th May.  We offer 

the children a breakfast for the year 6 children 

on the mornings of the assessments which we 

find settles them better into school.  We are 

also having some assessments for the children 

carried out on Monday 16th January for those 

children we feel may qualify for access 

arrangements.  If you have a query on this, 

please contact Miss Foster. 

The Lego Team: The children have been 

working hard as a team in preparation for 

their upcoming competition on Thursday 2nd 

February.  The event will be held in South 

Shields and we wish them lots of luck for the 

day.    

Correspondence:  If you have not signed up to 

Arbor, please can you contact the office so 

that you receive information via email.  We 

suggest you look at the school’s Facebook 

page to help keep you up to date with any 

other reminders or messages, for example an 

estimated time of arrival if we are on a trip 

and such like. 

As you can see, we have a very busy term 

ahead. We hope the children are as full of 

energy as we are, to embrace the term ahead, 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Miss Foster, Mr Ormerod, Mrs Boag and Mrs 

Unthank. 


