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Early Years Foundation Stage ‘

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. At
St. Peter’s C of E Primary School, we endeavour to ensure that children “learn and develop well and are kept
healthy and safe.” We aim to give “children the broad range of skills that provide the right foundation for
good progress through school and in life” and promote “teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school
readiness’.” (Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2021 p.5)
The Framework is divided into 3 sections;

e Characteristics of effective teaching and learning

e Prime areas of learning

e Specific areas of learning

The characteristics of effective teaching and learning

Creating and thinking critically
- children have and develop
their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things.

Playing and exploring - children
investigate and experience things,
and ‘have a go’

Active learning - children concentrate
and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy achievements

The seven areas of learning

Prime areas

Physical Development focuses
on the development of both

Personal, Social and Emotional
development focuses on:

Communication and Language
focuses on the development of

listening, attention,
understanding and speaking skills
through stories, rhymes, non-
fiction texts, conversations,
experiences and the introduction
of new vocabulary.

Literacy focuses on
the development of
comprehension,
word reading and

Mathematics focuses
on the understanding
of number and
numerical patterns.

self-regulation - encouraging the
children to understand feelings
and work towards a goal
managing self - developing the
children’s confidence and
resilience, as well as their ability
to manage behaviour and
personal needs

building relationships —
cooperating with other children
and adults

Specific areas

Understanding the World
involves guiding children to
make sense of their physical
world and community. This

gross and fine motor skills so
that the children can move in
different ways with good
control, as well as using a
range of tools effectively and
accurately.

Expressive Arts and Design
focuses on the children
expressing their creativity in
different ways. Creating with

writing skills. Opportunities will focuses on understanding: materials involves using a
also be given for the e pastand present variety of materials and
children to explore e people, culture and | techniques and being able to

shape, space and

measures.

communities
e the natural world

talk about the process. Being
imaginative and expressive
encourages the children to
role-play, create narratives,
sing and dance.
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Area of learning:

Personal, Social &
Emotional
Development

Communication &
Language

Physical
Development

Early Reading

Early Writing

Early Maths

Understanding of
the World

Expressive Arts &
Design

At St Peter’s:
We develop the children’s social skills, enabling them to make friends, work and
play cooperatively and to resolve disagreements. We support the children to have
confidence in themselves and encourage them to share their ideas and opinions.
We develop independence and an understanding of how to care for our bodies
to keep healthy and safe. We teach the children how to behave responsibly, and
children and adults work cooperatively to establish a safe and productive
classroom environment.
We aim for our children to be confident and resilient learners, who are able to meet
challenges with a positive mindset and a ‘can do’ approach. We encourage the
children to review their learning, considering how they could improve what they
have done and developing pride in their achievements (CoELT).
Developing confident and skilled communicators is at heart of everything we do.
We develop listening skills and ask children to respond to and talk about what
they have heard in stories and conversations. We teach new vocabulary in
practical contexts to widen the children’s understanding and oracy skills. We
listen to each other and chat, always valuing everyone’s contributions.
We celebrate and share new ideas in class, and develop concentration skills by
following the children’s interests and becoming engrossed in learning together
(CoELT).
Gross motor skills are developed and challenged in our outside area and
opportunities are given to access the sports hall for PE and gymnastics. Fine
motor skills are developed through a range of activities, so that children have the
strength to hold tools, such as pencils, with control.
We learn through stories and rhymes to develop the children’s vocabulary and
understanding, as well as story language which can then be used within their
writing. We aim to foster a love of reading that will stay with the children forever.
Read, Write Inc phonics systematically develops the children’s early reading skills
to decode and blend a range of texts.
We aim to develop confident writers. All writing is valued and celebrated, from
making marks to writing sentences. Children are supported to write within their
play and the process is shared and supported by adults.
Key maths skills are taught practically within the children’s play and discretely
during group sessions to develop the children’s early understanding of the
number system. Practical resources enable the children to count, sort and explore
making numbers in different ways. A huge focus is given to the children
developing their thinking and knowledge of early maths skills so that they are able
to explain using mathematical vocabulary and solve a range of problems.
We place a huge importance on widening the children’s understanding of the
world and giving them real, first-hand experiences. This includes walks around the
local area to give them a sense of belonging and understanding of the community
they live in and nature around us, visits to museums and local attractions to
develop their world knowledge and vocabulary, and visitors into school to help
them recognise people with key roles in society and encourage aspirations
amongst even our youngest children. We support the children to respectfully
understand similarities and differences between cultures and traditions, and to
understand change over time.
We foster a curiosity about the world around us and encourage the children to
explore using their senses (CoELT).
We aim for the children to express ideas within their play using a range of creative
resources and techniques, as well as through music, role-play and dance. The
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children are encouraged to make independent choices within the learning
environments and their creative play is supported, celebrated and valued. They
are able to play with what they know about the world, making choices and solving
problems creatively with their friends (COELT).

The Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are at the core of everything we do.

Early Years Foundation Stage Planning

In our Early Years, we believe in providing a safe and nurturing environment where children flourish
and become independent, confident learners. We aim to develop the whole child, socially,
emotionally, creatively, physically, academically and spiritually.

Our curriculum is flexible and child-led, as we plan in the moment to ensure children’s interests are
valued and they make progress from their individual starting points. We offer the children real, first-
hand experiences, which provide a secure knowledge base about their local area, as well as the wider
world. We also celebrate stories together, enjoying songs and rhymes, to enhance the children’s
vocabulary and understanding.

Well thought out and engaging provision is planned to develop the children’s curiosity, problem
solving skills and love for learning, both inside and outside.

We form supportive partnerships with parents and carers and together we are committed to giving
our children the best possible start to their school life so that they are able to reach their full

potential.
Bank of Core Stories to be covered throughout EYFS:
EYFS Core Texts
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
The Most Exciting
Dear Zoo Eid
Brown Bear, The Best Diwali The Colour i Frog {plus SURETIalS,
Brown Bear, what Ever Manster other titles — The Billy Goats
. ) Jasper's Beanstalk
do you see? We're goingon a Aliens Love author study) Gruff
Nursery Bear Hunt A Superhero like
1% year The Three Little Underpants Jou Stomp, Chomp, Poo in the Zoo
Pigs Shark in the Park The Magic Big Roars! Here The Lion Inside
The Enormous stickman Paintbrush [‘;fjme the (transition)
Turnip inosaurs.
hazagrrggh Spider
The Ti h The Proudest
e liger wno It's Diwali! @ Proudes The Gingerbread
came to Tea Blue Man
R th
There was an old oom on the Ruby’s Worry Elmer e
lady who Broom The Train Ride That's My Flower . Stanley's Stick
Nursery swallowed a fly The Gruffalo Clothesline Clues You Can't Take an Commotion in the
2 year ) I Love Chinese to Jobs People do Elephant on the Ocean
Goldilocks and The Gruffalo’s New Year Bus
the Three Bears Ch|ldt{:u§hor Billy and the CTthK[iala \.ﬁ_ho)
stu ou ransition
The Leaf Thief Y Pirates
F Duck Jack and the
From Head to Toe armer buc Little Red Riding Beanstalk Rainbow Fish
. (author study) The Jolly Postman Hood orincess and the Handa's Surprise Whatever Next
Reception Owl Babies Th?JoIIy Elves and the pes SURENLL Incredible You
Little Red H Christmas Shoemaker (transition)
ttle Red Hen Postman Hansel and Gretel
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Our rationale for our approach is firmly rooted in research:

‘Young children live in the here and now. If adults are to make a real difference to their learning they
need to seize the moments when children first show curiosity, and support their next steps
immediately.” P.2

‘the best levels of involvement — leading to the best progress — are achieved when children’s well-
being is high and we let them choose what to do.” P.15

Planning in the Moment with young children: A practical guide for Early Years Practitioners and
Parents. (Anna Ephgrave. 2018)

‘Children cannot create out of nothing. They need both rich experience as well as a language bank
inside the mind to draw upon. When the reading of stories and poems is a regular part of daily life,
children are helped to internalise a living library of poems and stories, like templates that can be used
for their own imaginative flights of fancy.” P.4

‘Early years practitioners can harness this notion of ‘memorable, meaningful repetition” as a basis for
language learning.” P.5

Talk for writing in the Early Years. (Pie Corbett & Julia Strong. 2016)

‘Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term
which covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their
interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and
modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning,
recalling, providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges. It takes
account of the equipment they provide and the attention to the physical environment as well as the
structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is how practitioners
assess what children know, understand and can do as well as take account of their interests and
dispositions to learning (characteristics of effective learning), and use this information to plan
children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.’

Teaching and play in the Early Years — a balancing act? (Ofsted. July 2015)
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Intent: Essential Knowledge

By the end of the Ark, the children will be able to...

Personal, Social e Take turns and share with others, with support.
and Emotional e Go to the toilet independently.
Development e Talk about and manage their emotions.
Communication e Understand and follow some simple instructions with three words,

& Language e.g. can you wash dolly’s face?
e Put 4-5 words together e.g. ‘me want more juice,” ‘him want his
coat.’
e Communicate their basic needs to an adult.
Physical e Draw asimple representation of themselves.

Development e Run well and jump with both feet together.
e Take off and put on their own shoes.

Early Reading e Sing some nursery rhymes independently.

e Talk about events and characters in their favourite stories.
Early Writing e Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.

e Articulate what their picture is about for adult to scribe.

Early Maths e Use number names within their play.
e Say some counting words randomly.

By the end of the Nursery, the children will be able to...

Personal, Social e Take turns and shares with growing independence.
and Emotional e Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for
Development example, putting coats on and doing up zips.
e Explain how others might be feeling.
Communication e Use talk to solve problems and organise thinking.
& Language e Enjoy listening to longer stories and remember what happens.

Physical e Draw a detailed picture of themselves.
Development e Confidently use large climbing apparatus safely and independently.
e Have an awareness of others when moving.

Early Reading e Orally blend sounds together in order to say the word.
e Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
e |dentify characters, settings and events in a story.

Early Writing o Write their first name.
(PD & W) e Write the first sound they can hear in a word.

Early Maths e Recognise numbers to 5.
e Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4, 5
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By the end of the Reception, the children will be able to...

Personal, Social e Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.
and Emotional e Try new activities and show independence, resilience and
Development perseverance in the face of challenge.

e Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others,

and begins to regulate their behaviour accordingly.
Communication Participate in small group, whole class and one-to-one discussions,
& Language offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.

e Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant
questions, comments and actions when being read to and during
whole class discussions and small group interactions.

Physical e Hold a pencil comfortably using the tripod grip.
Development e Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for
themselves and others.

e Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.

Early Reading e Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge, including common exception words.

e Demonstrate understanding of what they have read and has been
read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own
words and new vocabulary.

Early Writing e Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

e Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Early Maths e Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the
composition of each number.
e Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.
e Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including
evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed
equally.



