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 St Peter’s Church of England Primary School 

 

Medium Term Topic Plan 

Mrs Thompson’s ARP 

Year Group: 1 & 2 Term: Summer 1 Strand A Theme: Mini-beasts 
Key texts: 

Who ate all the bugs Norman the Snail, Very Hungry Caterpillar, The very busy Spider/Incy Wincy, 

Superworm, Mini-beast non fiction 

Framework of Skills, knowledge & Understanding                                                                                 

Art D&T Science Computing 
Design & Make 

• To create clay 

sculptures of chosen 

minibeast 

• To create colourful 

Butterfly art 

• To draw detailed 

pictures of insects. 

Skills & Techniques 

• To use clay to sculpt 

representations of 

insects to share their 

ideas and experiences. 

• Use printing 

techniques to create 

butterflies – exploring 

pattern, colour and 

shape. 

• Create detailed pencil 

drawings of insects. 

• Use scratch art 

techniques to explore 

line and shape & 

reverse colour. 

Designing 

• To design a functional 

Minibeast hotel. 

• Develop and communicate 

their ideas through 

pictures/templates and 

photographs. 

Making  

• Select and use a range of 

tools and equipment to 

perform tasks such as 

cutting, shaping, joining and 

finishing for the Minibeast  

hotels 

Evaluating 

• Peer evaluate each others 

minibeast hotels against set 

criteria. 

Technical Knowledge 

• Can their structures be made 

stronger, stiffer and stable 

by choosing materials 

appropriately, developing 

joining techniques. 

Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 

ways 

 Observing closely, using simple equipment 

 Performing simple tests 

 Identifying and classifying 

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

  Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.  

Animals & Living Things & their Habitats 
LO: Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds & mammals. (yr1) 

Describe & compare the structure of a variety of common animals 

(yr1) 

Notice that animals have offspring which grow into adults (yr2) 

Find out about the basic needs of animals. (yr 2) 

Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats 

including micro-habitats Yr 2 

Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are 

suited & describe how different habitats provide for the basic 

needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how they 

depend on each other (yr2) 

• Minibeast hunt – observations, collect data, label diagrams. 

Match Minibeasts to habitats. 

• Make wormeries and observe 

• Find it eat it p47 NW 

• Make Food paper chain p 48 NW 

• Classify minibeasts. 

• Zoolab visits 

Algorithms 

• Program Beebot to get 

to the flowers and 

back to the hive. 

Create Programs 

• Factfile on a chosen 

Mini-beast & its 

habitat (Science link) 

• Make digital exhibition 

of art work - 

Using Technology  

• Use the internet to 

research different 

mini-beasts 

• Create graphs and 

charts to show 

minibeast hunt 

findings. 

IT Use Beyond School 

 

Safe Use E-Safety  -  
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• Think about how best 

to display art – put on 

an insect exhibition 

for EYFS/KS1 
‘ARTISTS’ Artists, Architects  

Designers Craft makers 

Sculptors 

 

• Research artist 

Rosalind Monks (black 

& white detailed 

drawings), Lucy Arnold 

(detailed & bright), 

Kelly Stanford (on 

black – use black 

scratch out paper)– 

Insect artists 

• Describe the 

similarities and 

differences between 

them and make links 

to their own work. 

• Explore size & measurement. 

Cooking & Nutrition 

• Use the basic principles of a 

healthy and varied diet to 

prepare healthy minibeast 

snacks – apple snail, celery 

caterpillar, cucumber fly etc. 

•  

Geography 

Locational Knowledge 

• Location of 

Brotton/Countries of the 

UK/Captial Cities 

Place Knowledge 

Human & Physical Geography 

 

Skills & Fieldwork 

• Know N, E, S, W on compass – 

(Computing link, Beebots) 

• Construct simple map of 

EYFS garden – showing 

flower to hive 

Know & use terminologies, left & 

right, below, next to 

• Pond habitats - Pond dipping – visit Guisborough Forest 

walkway  - Keep tadpoles 

RE 

How do both Jews & Christians think the world was created? 

 

To respond thoughtfully to basic ideas about God as Creator. 

Look at and discuss the things children have created & the 

experience of creating. How did they feel? 

Talk about the beauty of the natural world – reflect on feelings 

of awe, wonder & mystery in relation to the natural world. 

 

Read the Creation story in Genesis1. 

 

Look at pictures of the Torah. Why is it treated in such a 

special way? Make comparisons such as resting on the 7th day 

(Christianity) & Shabbat (Judaism. 

 

Discuss the Tn Commandments & compare with God’s rules for 

Jewish people in the Torah. 

(See RE planning) 

 

Music 

Singing 

• Range of minibeast 

songs 

Listening & Appreciate 

• Listen to a range of 

music depicting animals 

and bugs – including 

carnival of the animals 

Playing an instrument 

• Explore instruments – 

matching different 

sounds to different 

minibeasts & explaining 

choices. 

Create Own Music 

• Create ‘flying’ and 

‘crawling music 

selecting instruments 

carefully – how are 

they different? 

PE 
Swimming (Y2) 

Athletics 


